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Berwickshire Sighting8. An account of my sightings and findings from 2010
including moths.
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In 2010 | observed 23 species within the bounds of Berwickshire district. Their
seemed to be a marked increase in numbers of the new additions to the south
of Scotland such as Small Skipper, Large Skipper, Speckled Wood and Wall
Brown.

Small Pearl BordedeFritillary and Small Blue continue to be our scarcest butterflies, though both
species had good years. The Small Pearl Bordered Fritillary had an especially fine season being seen
in large numbers at Gordoand | even found 3 at Greenlaw Dean, a new &it this species.

Small Tortoiseshell had a very good season with strong numbers early and late. Comma were
sporadic to say the least. Very good numbers from March till May then very few seen in July
compared to 2009.

Common Blue had an explosive seaabthe sites | visited. At Pipers Knowe easily 100+ butterflies
at peak. The Common Blue season though seemed very short and | could find no evidence of a
second brood in late summer.

At the coast Grayling were spectacular around 100 seen on the BurnrByémouth coastline 23
July.

This summer produced a flood of Skippers . Both Small and Large seen in record numbers. Large
Skippers seen at Pipers Knowe, Edrington, Foulden Burn. Small Skipper at Pipers Knowe, Edrington,
Gordon Community Woodland. Thedi spot for Large Skipper wasufen Burn and Small Skipper

on the Edrington banks at Tibbie Fowlers Glen.

Small Skipper female at Edrington Large Skipper female d&ouldenBurn
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Speckled Wood became a regular spot this year with my first ever sighting of the species between
Eyemouth and Ayton on the banks of the river Ale. This was a known spot from 2009. Psasas
Dean. A field trip in May confirmed their presence. Sightingseewnade at Duns Woods, although
not by me. | did in July however discover a horde of Speckled Wood on the Edrington banks. That
RIe O2dzyGAy3 2dzald (GoSyiteXxodzi GKSANI 6SNE OSNE Yy
O2dzy GAy 3 nn Xl 3InkxessioktBignungbSr NaBndrédS wduld e probable.

It looks as if the Speckled Wood

has3 clear broods throughout the

@SN CNRY SINIeé aleéex
late June and another in early

September.

They shoulde very widespread in
Berwickshire, so | would expect to
find more sites that support
Speckled Wood in 2011.

It will also be interesting to see
how the cold winters affect their
numbers.

The Whited dzii (i Shhdfaffain6uia year with many Small White lgegeen. At times easily the
commonest of the Whites.

hN}y3S ¢ALI KIR I YAESR a8Slazy |t2y3 6AGK DNBSy +
susceptible to dry spring weather. | see both butterflies in damp grassland containing Garlic Mustard
andCucR 2 Cf 2gSNXIa A& dzadzadt® ¢KS DFENIAO adzaidl NR Aa
F NB I Xa&2 Xl K Sisebtidclysiedy. The\pkdblem with dry weather at that time of year is

that the plants become stunted and quickly become overwhelmed by more aggressgréours. |

Ffa2 20aSNIBBSR (KIG GKS aSSR L}2Ra aSi OSNE |jdz O
WhiteO I (G S NRbHity th feddBa@r in the season.

Wall Brown were very evident on the coast from May with very healthy numbers seendInla
meanwhile sightings were made at Foulden, Edington, Blue Stone Ford, Chirnside, Chirnside Railway
Line, Pipers Knowe, and Duns Woods and Quarry. Subject to change due to cold weather tolerance
in winter, this species is going from strength to stren@lood coastal sites are at Burnmouth Hill,

Blaikie Heugh and Coldingham shore.

aSIR2¢g . NRgy YR wAy3dtSid KFR I @GSNE 2NRAYINE asSt
Large numbers of both species were seen at Newton Brae in early July.
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Peacock had good early season, and were very late to build numbers lat®eacock have

changed habit over the years according to my observations. It was usual a few years back to see

Peacock in numbers well into September. It is now very rare to see one throutjti@utonth with

August being their peak month. | have also noticed that Small Tortoiseshell also tend to disappear

Ayli2 KAOSNYlFGA2Y @OSNEB ljdzAOlfteéeXL KIFI@S aSSy GKSY A
August, though restless. And reappearingnfirme to time dependant on the weather.

Small Copper are doing very well, with 2010 no exception. Found everywhere from town centre to
the highest hill top, and from dense woodland to open grassland. They are particularly easy to find in
the first few da/s of August with emerging groups nectaring openly on Mayweed and Thistle heads.

Northern Brown Argus were seen at Partanhall, Blaikie HeBgimmouth Hill, Hareheugh Craigs

YR DNBSyftlg 5Styd | (G8LIAOFT aSl azy.AfRamanhalIkS b 2 NI
Burnmouth a very obvious drop in numbers was seen. The Rockrose on this site looked to be in good
2NRSNJ Xa2 GKSANI Ydzad 6S | NBlLazy F2N 0KSY KI @Ay 3

interesting to see in 2011 if they reger their numbers. | am hopeful this is merely a typical cyclic
glitch that affects other butterflies.

Northern Brown Argus at Partanhall

An attempt was madéy me to locate Northern Brown Argus on the lower reaches of the

Whiteadder banks at Foutth and Edringto. Not sure about their ever being a historical record of
b2NIKSNY . NRBgy ! NHdza KSNBX K2gS@OSNJI GKSNB | NB KAa
could be found. | will continue the search next year perhaps on some of the more pechanks

downstream.
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L RAR G flraid sAdySaa b2NIKSNY . NBgy ! NHdza flF&Ay
Brown Argus is quite easy compared to Small Blue and Common Blue.

Common Blue ChirnsidRailway line Northern Brown Argus Blaikie Heugh

Looking for eggs &mall Blue is fine if you are not faced with a
wall of yellow flowers to inspect. It is very often though the

isolated plants that the females prefer. The plants growing on the
periphery of the site.

| have not given any time to detecting Northern Browgus eggs
in the pasK but now | know what to look fqmwill in the future

make it a little less daunting. It can be very useful to detect eggs
on a site where there are few adults.

| did notice that the Common Blue lays its eggs on a wide variety
ofplaii & XFNBY Of 208NE FyR @S0 0OKS
typical Birds Foot Trefoil and the Black Medick.

O\

'y dzydzadzk £ LI I yadXLINRPoOolofe y2i
Restharrow. This plant was found on the Whiteadder slopes at
Edrington in abundance. The CommBlue female did seem to
use the plant for inspection but no egg laying was witnessed.

Small Blue at Lamberton
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Small Heath were seen sporadically on the coast. Far more exist inland on the Duns Hills, Gordon,
and Lamberton MoorThey are a strange little butterfly often appearing in numbers one day and
disappearing the next. A prolonged seasmmi mid May and then fits and starts. Some good

coastal sites at Coldingham ahdmberton Coast

Dark Green Fritillary were seen at Gordon and the Duns Hills with a few strays at Foulden and Pipers
YY26SXLINROFOot& FSYIfSaod ¢tkedesdstial toundthigiybaiwads NS Ay (K
Gordon Community Woodland. A very restless butterfly so very difficult to measure how many there

are in any given area.

Our two migrants the Red Admiral and the Painted Lady had very lean years indeed. The Painted

Ladyy dzYo SNB 6SNB SELISOGSR (2 RNRLI FNRY (KS KSIRe& K
adults were seen throughout the summer and in autumn a few very fresh adults were seen.

Red Admiral numbers were very lo@Quite often a wave of early Red Admiralsluater give way to
an emergencgjoined by a number of fresh migrants in the late summer months. It just did not
happenin 2010.

Painted Lady at Chirnside

Attempts were made to find Green Hairstreak at several Berwickshire locations with no luck.ISevera
attempts to find Large Heath and Scotch Argu§&ordonended in failure. And a reported sighting of
a possible Small Pearl Bordered Fritillary on Coldingham Moor was followed up with no joy.
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There are, despite the negatives, endless possibilities tardudiscoveries as the Small Pearl
Bordered Fritillary find at Greenlaw Dean, or the outstanding discovery by Barry of Small Blue at
Eyemouth, the masses of Speckled Wood and Small Skipper at Edrington.

¢KS DNBSY | ANBGNBI | Jerdleds expandesd oRabparertlysuithhlezh&bitaF X 6 S K
in Berwickshire. | hiked high and low during May 2010 with little reward for my efforts in less than

clement weather. And yet | am not put off at the so far stark fact that they do not exist at least in
Berwickshire. Even having written the sentence, | disbelieve it entilefgems impossible to me

that the butterfly has no foothold at all within the VC bounds. | have as yet not seen a Green

I FANBGNSBEF]T FLI NI FNRY LIK2(023INK SIRAKPdzI F &K SIS (Ui g R

l'a F2NJ {0200K ! NHdza FTyR [FINAS I SIiK i D2NR2YyX(K
out to Lightfield and deep down | knew | would not find what | was looking for in this location. It is

possible that Scotch Argus akey’ (G KS @AOAYyAGE@Xodzi F €20 Y2NB aSt NJ
The Large Heath | would think are unlikely..and that is sad to say. It is just possible over a wider area
OKIdG GKS® YAIKGXodzi L NBIFEfe NI GKévMhaRigddaie A GO L
YSOSNI SELISNASYOSR 6SF2NBs 6AfR YR 6AYRaAsSLIXGKI
hope offcourse to eat my words some day.

A long hike from Coldingham to the Coldingham Long Moss on the moor was spurred by a posgiftiegiof a Small
Pearl Bordered FritillarySuch a find would be outstanding. | had no luck here. But the fact remained a butterfly was
sighted and getting a first hand look at the habitat..it seems no other butterfly bar Large Heath would frequent such a

LX I OSd 'y SYy@ANRYYSyil S@Sy 6AftRSNIGKIY 523JRSYy azadadaXd@SNER ¢4
OfATTENR 2F /2002y DNl aad | Aad2NROFfte GKS al NEK CNRGAL | NJ
G2 GKA& aAGS AY HammX

iColdingham Long Moss
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Li st of Species 201

Large Skipper Foulden Burn

Small Skipper Edrington Banks

Large White Common throughout

Green Veined White Common throughout

Small White Common throughout

Orange Tip Duns Castle

Small Copper Common throughout

Northern Brown Argus Greenlaw Dean

Common Blue Pipers Knowe

Small Blue Lamberton

Peacock Common throughout

Comma Whiteadder banks at Ninewells Chirnside
Small Tortoiseshell Common throughout

Painted Lady Variable migrant

Red Admiral Variable migrant

Dark Green Fritillary Gordon Community Woodland
Small Pearl Bordered Fritillary Gordon

Meadow Brown Common throughout

Ringlet Common throughout

Grayling Burnmouth

WallBrown Burnmouth

Small Heath Duns Hills

Speckled Wood Edrington Wood and riverside banks
Large Heath..last seen Dogden Moss 2009. | Dogden Moss

Small Blue male at Lamberton
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2011 promises to be very interesting. Theill always be unfinished business from season 2010.

New areas to explore are plentiful and endless even within Berwickshire. A Green Hairstreak hunt is
Y2NB (GKIy LINRPoOolofe 2y GKS OFNRad® ¢KS &SI NOK F2NJ
of seeing some fresh ones at Eyemouth. Greenlaw Dean to search for the source of the Small Pearl
Bordered Fritillary seen there. Coldingham Long Moss to see what lurks within. Partanhall to see if

the Northern Brown Argus have recovered last years malaisg donitoring the Small Peatrls at

Gordon and the Small Blues at Lamberton. Lt SG K2 NI} 2F t20F0GA2ya (2 OAa.
all to visit them all. The best laid plans and all that.

Small Pearl Bordered Fritillary at Greenlaw Dean

Comma at Ninewells
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Unusual and Interesting Discoveries from 2010

2010produced a few berrations among the butterflies witnessed
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Moths of 2010

| always keep an eye out for day flying moths on my travels and any night flyers disturbed by my
plodding. | did se some crackers among them Cinnabar, Dew Moth, Blackheckow Bordered

Five Spot Burnet, Mother Shipton, Small Argent Sable, Emperor Moth, Clouded Border, Bordered
White, Antler Moth, Six Spot Burnet, Beautiful Carpet, Silver Y, Map Winged Swift, cC&ilvae,
Latticed Heath, Common Heath, the larvae of Chamomile ShadChimney Sweeper.

The star of the show was
unfortunately not found by me

My brother is slowly developing
an interest in keeping an eye out
for Butterflies and moths and is
becoming adept at uncovering
the less obvious species that stay
hidden. His knowledge of the
Duns Woods and hills is
invaluable in trackinghem down.
In thespring of the year he
photographed what he
considered to be an unusual
caterpillar. We deduced that it
was a Wood Tiger. We put that to
the experts, and they suggested it
was a Ruby Tiger. The photo was
not convincing. The only way to
prove it would be tdind a flying
adult. We both pretty much gave
up on ever finding one. Until the
8" of July when on an excursion in the Duns hills he found and photographed this biéauty.
sometimes pays to be persistent. The Wood Tiger may or may not be common in thénilsint is
certainly one to look out for in the future.

The Emperor moth find was quite exciting as | had not ever seen one before. A female found in a
woodland clearing in the Duns hills resting on Bilberry. A week or so later | returned to the site
where | was sure | saw a male patrolling in circular flights around the clearing at speed. Again | will
look for more of this moth in future trips.

The Blackneck moth was once again on the scree slopes on the Lamberton coast. It is only here that
they havebeen seen so far. Very unusual. In every way the Blackneck colony existing here is a much
scarcer insect than the Small Blue that it shares the slope with in May, June time. The moth is very
easily disturbed in daylight and tends to fly weakly into cokerding other areas where this moth

exists would be very interesting. | would like to know how and why it is seemingly isolated here.
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Emperor female at Duns Blackneck at Lamberton

Clouded Border at Gordon, Latticed Heath at Pipers Knowe, Antler Moth at Lamberton, Map Winged
Swift on the disused railwayline at Chirnside.
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FloweringPlant Discoveries in 2010

The key to find most butterfly and moth species are the foodplants and to a lesser degree
nectar plants. The nectar plants can vary but | have found that each butterfly favours a
certain nectar plant dependant on location. The larval foodplants are pretiginset in
al2ySXoaz o0St2¢ INB LXFyda L F2dzyR (G2 o685

In springtime | have found that Butterbur is very popular. Peacock and Caremaost
likely to be seen using this source. Small Tortoiseshell Waler tastes using Dandelion,
Celandine, Snowdrop, and unusually Daffodil

The springtime white butterflies use Dandelion, Garlic Mustard, Few Flowered Garlic and
Ramsons as well as most of the springtime blue flowers.

In summer | found Grayling nectaring Wood Sage. They favoured this plant before any
other despite their being plenty of Thyme, Marjoram,and Sedum.

Speckled Wood found nectaring at Ramsons in Spring. In autumn favouring Dogrose,
Brambles in flower and fruit.

The Antler moth was found on Baort only. The Dark Green Fritillary on Marsh Thistle. The
Small Pearl Bordered Fritillary on Bugle. The Small Pearl Bordered Fritillary at the Gordon
site switches when the Bugle fades to Cross Leaved Heath.

The Skippers have a wide variety of sourcel&d find that a Large Skipper favourite was
Hedge Woundwort. The Small Skipper at the Pipers Knowe site can bediogedo the
ground among White Clovénrifolium repens

The top ten plants are in my opinion. Thyme, Creeping Thistle, Burdock, FielduSca
Knapweed, Marjoram, Butterbur, Mayweed, Birds Foot Trefoil and Ragwort.

Mother Shipton on Birds Foot Trefoll Small Tortoiseshell on Daffodil

F I
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Magical Moment of 2010
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SomePhotos from 2010

Comnon Blue at Pipers Knowe,

Large Skippers at Foulden Burn.
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Orange Tip at the Whiteadder banks, and below Grayling at Lamberton.

lain Cowe 2011 .

All photos by me with exception of the Wood Tiger photographed by Robin Cowe.



